
Commander’s Message 
 

As I write this article, I think of the many excit-
ing experiences I have had.  One that will be 
near the top of my list is the Change of Watch 
Ceremony when I was sworn in as the Com-
mander of the Ocean City Power Squadron.  
This was a beautiful ceremony with all of its 
“Pomp and Circumstance.”  The food and 
drinks were great and, from my observation, I 

can say that everyone who attended had a great time.  I 
would recommend to all squadron members, if you haven’t 
attended one of these events, please try and make it a point 
to attend a COW ceremony.  I would especially like to thank 
the following people: D/5 representative D/C Chris Brown, 
JN, for attending, and R/C Louis Reitz, AP, who did an out-
standing job as the Master of Ceremonies, but most of all I 
would like to thank outgoing Commander Fred Stiehl, P, for 
the great job he did over the past year, and for all the help he 
has provided to me. 
 
When I gave my acceptance speech, I stated the several 
goals I wanted to accomplish this year.  1) Increase our mem-
bership.  We must add new blood and develop future leaders.  
2) Develop our Public Relations through getting more public-
ity for the community service we perform.  Without publicity 
we can’t attract new members.  3) To accomplish the first 
two, we must all help by volunteering to perform Community 
Service and assist in getting the much needed PR.  4) We 
must get the word out to more people about our Boating 
Safety and Education Courses.  I have developed a Vessel 
Safety Examination flyer, and on this flyer I have added “if 
you would like to know more about the OCPS or would like to 
join” contact me at 410-641-8040.  Hopefully, this may stir 
some interest in the OCPS.  We are looking for new ideas, so 
if you have any thoughts on how we can attract new mem-
bers call me! 
 
In closing I would like to emphasize that we still have several 
positions open on the Bridge, and I would strongly like to see 
some volunteers or inquiries about these openings, and es-
pecially for someone to volunteer to be our Secretary.  I’m 
looking forward to a great year, and I wish everyone good 
health and smooth sailing. 
 

Cdr Morton Brown, S 
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Executive Officer’s Message 
 

It’s now the time of year when we are teased 
by a few warm days, but we know that very 
soon the warm weather will be here, affording 
us the opportunity to enjoy much fun on the 
water. I look forward to serving as your Ex-
ecutive Officer this year. I also look forward to 
working with many of our members on vari-

ous community service projects. If any OCPS member 
knows of or works with an organization that could benefit 
from the assistance that our Squadron could provide, 
please let me know as early as possible. I will then pre-
sent your thought or idea to the OCPS Executive Com-
mittee to seek approval. 
 
A hearty thanks to the group effort of our OCPS Vessel 
Safety Examiners who completed 306 Vessel Safety 
Checks during 2010.   As a result, OCPS won 1st Place 
in District 5 for the most  VSCs completed by a medium-
size squadron.  This represents our 4th consecutive year 
earning 1st Place in D/5 (a five state area)!!  In addition, 
Vessel Safety Examiner John Paulus had the 2nd high-
est number of VSCs in District 5.  P/C Bill Neubrand was 
presented a special award by D/5 at the annual confer-
ence for his many years of participation as a VSE and 
conducting over 500 Vessel Safety Checks during his 
career.  OCPS can be very proud. 
 
On 16 April, our Squadron participated in Ocean City’s 
Earth Day Coastal Bay and Beach Cleanup. We were 
very fortunate with regard to our assignment, which was 
to de-litter the area bounded by Talbot St., St. Louis Ave, 
Somerset St. and the Sinepuxent Bay. It was quite a 
windy day and much of the lighter debris must have 
blown elsewhere. We were able to complete our task in a 
little over an hour, collecting approximately 30 lbs. of 
trash. The most unique item we found was a mop, which 
Sandy from Maryland Coastal Bays took to Fager’s Is-
land for consideration in the category of most unique 
items found during the cleanup. 
 
On 14 May, OCPS will be staffing a table at the White 
Marlin Festival and Crab Soup Cook-off in downtown 
Ocean City.  We will be providing information to atten-
dees about OCPS activities in the community such as 
education courses, vessel safety checks, membership, 
etc. The event will take place at 1200-1500 on Somerset 
Street in the ocean block. Admission is free. The cost to 
sample all of the participating restaurants’ crab soups 
and to vote for your favorite is $10.00. Please stop by to 
see us and to enjoy the festival. 
 
Safe Boating Week is 21-27 May. The Mayor of Ocean 
City will issue the 2011 National Safe Boating Week 
Proclamation for our area to OCPS at his City Council 
Meeting on 16 May. 
 

Lt/C John W. Tellman  

Educational Officer’s Message 
 

As we begin this new boating season, we 
realize again how much we need to know to 
be safe and helpful boaters on the waters 
around Ocean Pines-Ocean City.  No mat-
ter how much we think we know, how much 
experience we think we have had handling 
a boat in these often calm waters, there is 

always something more to learn which will make us a 
more intelligent and a safer boating community.   
 
USPS offers the most complete list of boating classes 
and seminars of any single boating unit in the United 
States.  All we have to do is to take advantage of what is 
offered.  If you have any specific ideas about subjects 
that have puzzled you, please let me know and we will 
see what we can do to meet your needs. Your member-
ship in OCPS entitles you to boating education programs 
you will not find anywhere else in the same depth and 
clarity. Please let me know what you want to learn about. 
(lmreitz@juno.com. or 410-641-6168) 
 

R/C Louis M. Reitz, AP 
 

Administrative Officer's Message 
 

This is the beginning of a new boating sea-
son.  It’s the time to remove the boat cover 
and the spider webs and get out the boat 
polish, to prepare for a fun summer on the 
water.  One of the ways to ensure having fun 
on the water, is to check the OC Power 
Squadron website for boating activities. 

 
The first event coming up is the Blessing of the Fleet.  
This is exciting to all who attend because it gives every-
one a chance to renew their boat handling skills.  Chair-
woman for this event is Bonnie Curro.  Bonnie, as al-
ways, has done a great job of contacting Seacrets and 
reserving the date of Sunday 12 June for our lunch.  
Please review the flyer on page 7 for more detailed infor-
mation. 
 
The second event is the 10

th
 Annual Chincoteaque 

Overnight Cruise.  There will be fun for all on this ex-
tended trip, with an overnight stay in Chincoteaque, VA.  
When you think about it we actually cross state lines!  
Spend an afternoon at the pool and an evening of dining 
and dancing!  Lt/C Jack Tellman has made arrange-
ments at the Waterside Inn for Sunday, 26 June.  There 
is a flyer on page 9 with all the details 
 
The D/5 Spring Conference went very well.  There were 
a few less Hospitality Rooms than in the past, but the 
Ocean City Power Squadron was well represented.  
Thank you to all who helped by decorating and/or donat-
ing food.  Once again, ours was one of the favorite 
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rooms visited. 
 
I want to thank Jim Rorke, AP, for arranging a great eve-
ning of wine tasting at Fenwick Wine Cellars.  It was inter-
esting to find a new winery in our local area.  I also want to 
commend Jim for the outstanding job he did as the Admin-
istrative Officer for the past year.  I will do my best to fol-
low in his footsteps.   
 

Lt/C John J. Wytrwal, P 
 
 

Safety Report 
 

See the PFD article by P/C Joan Watt, AP, on page 5. 
 
 

Good & Welfare 
 

It has not been a good season for appendices.   
Both Pat Gulyas and Phil Curro have had emer-
gency appendectomies since our last issue.  Pat 
is already up and about and, hopefully, Phil will 
be soon.  Get well wishes to them both. 
 

P/C Pete Fox, AP, is in physical therapy for a nagging 
back problem. 
 
To those of you who remember former members Joan and 
Tim Mullin, I am sad to report the tragic death of their 
granddaughter.  She was killed in a boating accident in 
Australia where she was an exchange student.  Our sym-
pathies go out to Joan, Tim and their entire family.  Tim 
had served our squadron well as Educational Officer. 
 
Fred and I want to express our heartfelt thanks to all of our 
OCPS “family” who sent condolences on the death of 
Fred’s father.  After 94 incredibly healthy years, Dad be-
gan experiencing a series of health crises beginning in 
early January and passed away on 15 April.  He had 
achieved Senior Member status in the Ocean City Power 
Squadron during the 1990s and was a good and gentle 
man. 
 

  Lt Jeanne Stiehl, S 
 

District and National News 
 

District 5, having recovered from the great 
Spring Conference at the Princess Royale in 
Ocean City, is moving into the various events 
of the boating summer.  By the time you read 
this, we will have attended the D/5 training 
session at the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration (NOAA) headquarters in 

Norfolk, VA. We will have learned the most recent meth-
ods of verifying the data which we find on our nautical 

charts.  With the cooperation of Power Squadron mem-
bers, NOAA is able to keep our nautical charts up to date 
and as accurate as possible.  One of the great services 
Power Squadron members offer our national government 
is to assist in checking on the information which the gov-
ernment prints on the charts we use each day.  You may 
think that the taxes we pay each year would allow the gov-
ernment easily to keep the many charts it prints accurate. 
In fact, however, without the help of the input from squad-
ron members, a lot of mistakes would unfortunately be 
found too late to be a help for many of us. This annual 
training session gives us the know-how to support the 
work of NOAA. 
 
The next Governing Board meeting of USPS will be held in 
Greensboro, North Carolina, in September. Since Greens-
boro is so close to USPS Headquarters in Raleigh, tours of 
headquarters will be available from the hotel for those who 
would like to take the trip. The headquarters building pro-
vides a beautiful library holding much of the history of 
USPS since its beginnings in 1914. Even our Squadron’s 
history is housed in that building.  It will make a wonderful 
trip for all of you at that time of the year.  Let’s all go! 
 

 
R/C Louis M. Reitz , AP 

F.Y.I.  
Sandbar Soundings is available in hardcopy by 

regular mail and/or as an attachment by  
e-mail.  Please inform  

Lt Jeanne Stiehl, S, Editor, by e-mail at 
stiehl@mchsi.com or by phone at  

410-641-6535 if you would like to change how 
you receive this publication. 

Every member who receives this publication by 
e-mail rather than by regular mail saves our 

Squadron money! 

Roster Addition  
 

Theyõre Back! 
 

Sharon and Alex Connelly  

2 Marview Drive  

Ocean Pines, MD 21811 

410-208 -3849  

sharonconnelly1@verizon.net  
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Calendar of Events  

May 

13 

 

EXCOM Meeting 

Ocean Pines Library 

Time:  0930 

Cdr Mort Brown, S  410-641-8040 

14 White Marlin Festival & Crab Soup Cook-off 

Somerset Street Ocean Block, Ocean City 

Time:  1200-1500 

Visit the OCPS table! 

Lt/C Jack Tellman  410-641-7054 

16 O.C. Mayorôs National Safe Boating Week 

Proclamation 

O.C. City Council Meeting 

Time:  1800 

19 General Meeting 

O.P. Community CenterðAssateague Room 

Time:  1900 

Cdr Mort Brown, S  410-641-8040 

21-27 National Safe Boating Week 

Theme:  Vessel Safety Checks 

 

  

Be sure to check our  
website at  

www.ocpowersquadron.org  
for our most up -to-date  

Event Calendar. 

 

June 

10 

 

EXCOM 

Ocean Pines Library 

Time:  0930 

Cdr Mort Brown, S  410-641-8040 

12 Blessing of the Fleet and 

     Cruise to Seacrets 

Time:  1200 at Ocean Pines Yacht Club 

            1300 Luncheon at Seacrets 

F/Lt Bonnie Curro  410-641-8712 

26-27 Overnight Cruise to Chincoteague 

Waterside Inn, Chincoteague, VA 

Lt/C John Wytrwal, P  410-208-9695 

30 OCPS Raft-up 

Meet at Day Marker 2 

Time:  1700 

Please contact Doris Lloyd, S, (410-641-

6278) if you plan to attend. 

 

  

 

Ocean City Power Squadron 
 

 
 
 

Founded 1980 
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Boaters ð Think about Safety -  Be Sure to Wear Your Life Jacket!  
 

 

   

     Unfortunately, our wonderful state of Maryland has the 3
rd

 highest number of 

boating accidents nationally.  Of those who drowned in boating accidents, 84% 

were not wearing life jackets.  As a result of these statistics, the National Safe Boat-

ing Council is encouraging all boaters to wear their life jackets each and every time 

they are on the water.  In fact, life jacket use by every boater is one of the goals this 

year of the National Safe Boating Campaign which kicks off 21-27 May.   Children 

under 13 years of age are already required to wear life jackets when underway 

unless below decks or in an enclosed cabin.   

 

    One of the ways OCPS has been encouraging life jacket use is by decorating 

boats with the ñJust Wear Itò theme in parades, both on the water and on a trail-

ered boat in Ocean Cityôs Christmas and St. Patrickôs Day parades.  Several years 

ago the U.S. Coast Guard gave USPS Squadrons life jackets to use while teaching 

classes and examining boats.  OCPS received 23 inflatable life jackets which were 

assigned to our Instructors and Vessel Safety Examiners to wear.  They were the 

suspender type with manual inflators. The arming cartridge shows green when 

armed and red when needing to be replaced.  Each life jacket also had attached the 

ñwear itò symbol show above.   

 

    All recreational boats must carry one wearable U.S. Coast Guard approved life 

jacket (Type 1, 2, 3, or 5) for each person aboard.  Any boat 16ft or longer (except 

canoes and kayaks) must also carry one throwable device (Type 4.) 

 

    Todayôs life jackets are comfortable, stylish, and easy to wear and come in many 

colors and shapes (some even come in fishing vests and fanny packs).   
 

     If you are on the water, think about safety, and remember to wear your 

life jacket! 

 
P/C Joan Watt, AP (Chairman, OCPS VSC Program) 

 
 
 

http://www.safeboatingcouncil.org/
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Happy Birthday! 
 

 
May  June  

05 Keith Swanton 10  Peggy Caffi 

11 Jane Starr 11   John Wytrwal 

16 Jeanne Stiehl 16 Muriel Hinz 

22 Terry West 16 Chuck Raper 

23  David Potter 16 Jim Waldron 

25 Sid Stiely 18 Bob Millikin 

26 John Paulus 18 Elaine Paulus 

26 Ginger Sutula 21 Doris Hamstead 

29 Buddy Hamstead 25 Dick Whittaker 

  28 Joe Demo 

  30 Sharon Connelly 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If any of your information needs to be 

changed, please fill out the form below and 

mail to: 

 

P/C Fred Stiehl, PC 

50 Newport Drive 

Ocean Pines, MD 21811 

410-641-6535 

stiehl@mchsi.com 

 

 

Member Name(s)  ___________________ 

__________________________________ 

Spouse:  ___________________________ 

Grade:  _____     Cert. No: ____________ 

Boat Name:  _______________________ 

Boat Type:  ________________________ 

Home Port:  ________________________ 

Home Phone:  ______________________ 

Cellular Phone:  _____________________ 

Business Phone:  ____________________ 

E-Mail:  ___________________________ 

Address:  __________________________ 

__________________________________ 

City:  _____________________________ 

State:  __________ Zip:  ____________  

 
 
 

Take a gander!  
 

www.ocpowersquadron.org  
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OCPS Blessing of the Fleet & Cruise to Seacrets  

Sunday, 12 June 2011  

Blessing will commence at 1200 at the poolside deck area of the  

Ocean Pines Yacht Club. 

All boats will pass in review at the òTó dock area and cruise directly to Seacrets.  

Luncheon at 1300.   

Deadline for reservations is 05 June 2011  
 

Send Reservations to: Bonnie Curro, 15 Wharf Court, Ocean Pines, MD 21811 

410-251-6266 

Group or boat captain (contact person): _______________________________________ 
 

Names:  ________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

              Tickets:  __________ @ $17.00 = $_______________ 

 

                                                         Make check payable to OCPS 

 

Are you traveling by car ____ or boat _____ (name of boat:________________)? 

Menu Options  

Harvest Panini - Turkey breast 

with cranberry orange relish topped 

with smoked gouda cheese 

 

Montego Bay Chicken Salad - 

Fresh white meat chicken , tossed 

with red grapes, celery and onion 

 

Callaloo Salad - Baby spinach 

with dried cranberries, sugared 

walnuts, red onion, cherry toma-

toes, bleu cheese, crispy bacon with 

maple vinaigrette 

 

Pulled Pork Sandwich - Carolina 

style, with Coleslaw  

 

Appetizers  

  Non-alcoholic Beverages 

Cash Bar 

 

Only 

$17.00!  

One tab per table for alcoholic beverages or 

you may purchase drinks at the bar.  

We are restricted to 64 people, so make your 

reservation early!  

Menu selections will be made at the restaurant.  
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Change of WAtch  

Outgoing Cdr  Fred Stiehl, P, and 
his wife Lt Jeanne Stiehl, S. 

Incoming Cdr Mort Brown, S, and 
his wife, Lorraine. 

D/C L. Chris Brown, JN, and 
his wife, D/Lt Ginny Brown, P. 

Cdr Fred Stiehl, P, presented R/C 
Lou Reitz, AP, with the Joan V. 
Cooke Award as Outstanding Mem-
ber of the Year for 2010. 

D/C Chris Brown, JN, Sharon and 
Ken Wolf, and P/C Tony Curro, AP, 
socialized. 

John Paulus was honored with a 
plaque presented by P/C Joan Watt, 
AP, as top VSE  for the second year in 
a row.  

Cdr Fred Stiehl, P, John Paulus, and 
John Wytrwal, P, toast another suc-
cessful year for OCPS. 

Jean Rorke, Lt Jan Stevenson, P, Mary 
Ann Wytrwal, and Lt Jeanne Stiehl, S, 
smile for the camera. 
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10th Annual Chincoteaque Overnight Cruise  
  

26-27 June 2011  
  

 Come join us for a 2 -day weekend of  fun and camaraderie in 
Chincoteaque, VA.  Think about bringing a friend!  
  
 We will be staying at the Waterside Inn (Phone 877 -870-3434).  
A block of  rooms have been reserved for the OC Power Squadron, at 
a rate of  $135.00 plus tax.  Make your reservation directly with the 
hotel.  If  you plan to take your boat, tell the hotel you need a slip.  It 
is provided at no extra charge.  
  
 Those cruising by boat will leave Ocean Pines on Sunday mid ð
day and should arrive in Chincoteaque at about 1400.  Those going 
by car will make their own travel plans.  As usual, we will spend the 
afternoon by the pool.  Bring your own beverages and a snack to 
share.  Just a reminder - no glass containers in the pool area.  
  
 Sunday evening will be spent at Donõs Seafood Restaurant.  
$30.00 per person will cover a buffet  and dancing to a DJ.  There 
will be a cash bar.  Please mail your checks for dinner to John 
Wytrwal, 162 Seafarer Lane, Ocean Pines, MD 21811 by 19 June 
2011.  
  
 This is a rain or shine event.  In case of  inclement weather, we 
will leave our boats at home and drive to Chincoteaque.  
  
 All captains will receive more information as the date draws 
closer.  
  
 Please call Lt/C John J. Wytrwal, P, at 410 -208-9695 after you 
have made your motel reservation.  
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D/5 Spring Conference 

Hospitality Suite 
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Bill Neubrand Honored for USPS Service  
 

During the D/5 Spring Conference in Ocean City, incoming D/5 Cdr Bernie 

Karpers, N, presented P/C F. William Neubrand, AP, an award commemo-

rating his 50 years of service with the United States Power Squadrons® 

during which time he conducted over 500 Vessel Safety Checks.  

 

Congratulations, Bill!  

 
A hearty THANK YOU to 

 

Kittyôs Flowers 

 
for providing the floral  
arrangement for our  

 
Change of Watch  

  Arrange NOW for your 2011  
Vessel Safety Check!  

Call  

P/C Joan Watt, AP  

410 -208 -2747  
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