
Commander’s Message 
 

Our Commander and First Lady, Mort and 
Lorraine Brown, are in Europe as this issue of 
Sandbar Soundings goes to press, so, as im-
mediate past Commander, I am pleased to 
stand in Mort’s shoes for this message. 
 
The 2011 boating season is over for most of 
us, but the Ocean City Power Squadron is ac-

tive all year.  Be sure to read the reports of our officers in this 
issue so that you can know what has happened and what is 
being offered in the coming months. 
 
Thank you to our Executive Officer, Lt/C Jack Tellman, for 
conducting our October General Meeting in the Commander’s 
absence and to P/C Jim Bergold, AP, for providing the infor-
mation for our Safety Report. 
 
I know that February seems far off, but for the Nominating 
Committee it isn’t.  All squadrons anticipate operating with a 
Commander, an Executive Officer, an Educational Officer, an 
Administrative Officer, a Secretary and a Treasurer.  This 
year we have been operating without a Secretary.  Next year, 
we are not certain which officers will be able to “move up” or 
continue to serve.  If you have not served as an elected offi-
cer yet or recently, I urge you to consider offering your ser-
vices.  OCPS has an auxiliary unit known as the Dead Ducks.  
It is composed of past commanders who are currently mem-
bers of OCPS.  They are ready to assist and mentor any 
“rookie” officers.  You will have help.  The United States 
Power Squadrons have been serving the boating community 
for almost a century.  Our Squadron just celebrated its 31

st
 

birthday.  Let’s keep the tradition alive.  Call P/C Tony Curro, 
AP, who chairs the Nominating Committee at 410-629-5900 if 
you may be interested in serving. 
 
I hope to see you all at the Thanksgiving and Awards Ban-
quet! 
 

P/C Fred Stiehl, P, for 
Cdr Morton Brown, S 

 
Executive Officer’s Message 

 
As the boating season is fading, it’s a good time 
to look back and highlight some of the commu-
nity service events that the Squadron and its 
members participated in this year. 
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In January we had six members participate in the annual 
Penguin Swim which benefits the Atlantic General Hospi-
tal Foundation.  Our members raised $1821.00 this year 
for this most worthy cause.  Next year, 2012, it appears 
that we may not have any swimmers participating in this 
event.  If anyone in the Squadron would like to organize 
a team, please let me know and I will help you make ar-
rangements. 
 
In March OCPS members once again designed a float 
and marched in the annual Ocean City St. Patrick’s Day 
parade.  Squadron members handed out literature along 
the route with information on how to obtain a free Vessel 
Safety Check. 
 
In May the Mayor of Ocean City, on behalf of OCPS, pro-
claimed the week of May 21 as National Safe Boating 
Week.  At the weekly Town Council meeting, he pre-
sented OCPS with a proclamation, commemorating the 
event. 
 
Throughout the summer some of our members partici-
pated in taking families, who were staying at one of Be-
lieve in Tomorrow’s Children’s House by the Sea facili-
ties, out for boat rides and for fishing.  Each of these 
families has a child who is experiencing a serious illness.  
This program continues to be one of the favorite activities 
for the families vacationing at the Children’s House by 
the Sea facilities. 
 
Just a few weeks ago, a group of Squadron members, 
led by P/C Bill Killinger, P, aided the Maryland Coastal 
Bays Program by helping to monitor the bicycle portion of 
their annual Osprey Sprint Triathlon which was held in 
the Public Landing area. 
 
The above represent just a few of the community service 
activities that your Squadron members participated in 
this year.  OCPS is always on the lookout for new causes 
to support.  We welcome member suggestions.   
 
Finally, a hearty “thank you” goes out to P/C Jim Bergold, 
AP, and his team of volunteers who did such a great job 
in running our annual Spaghetti Dinner at DeNovo’s Trat-
toria.  This is our main fund-raiser and netted $1845 this 
year.   
 
Have a blessed and happy upcoming Holiday Season. 

Lt/C John W. Tellman  

 
Educational Officer’s Message 

 
You may recall that our Fall Boating Safety 
class was scheduled to start on 21 Septem-
ber.  Unfortunately, not enough students 
registered for the  course, so P/C Wally Ste-
venson, AP, prepared the students for a self

-study program based on the textbook.  With the coming 
of the annual Ocean City Boat Show (17-19 February), 
Wally has scheduled our Spring Boating Safety class to 
begin on 27 February 2012 to run for four consecutive 
Mondays with an additional Monday for the final exam.  
Often we pick up students from the Boat Show, and we 
can accommodate a class soon after the show. 
 
USPS is offering several interesting seminars which may 
particularly appeal to those of us in Ocean Pines and the 
surrounding area.  If you are interested in learning more 
about Fuel and Boating,  Hurricanes and Boats or 
Tides and Currents, please let me know so that we can 
schedule the appropriate seminars.  There is always 
something more to be learned about boating and boating 
safety.  We want to be completely ready for Spring! 
 

R/C Louis M. Reitz, AP 

 
Administrative Officer's Message 

 
Thank you to Lynn Matricciani for chairing our 
recent 31st Birthday Party for OCPS!  She 
and her committee provided great food and 
drink and, although the weather forced her to 
move the festivities into the Ocean Pines 
Community Center rather than picnicking at 
Pintail Park, everyone enjoyed an afternoon 
of fun and friendship.  Well done, Lynn! 

 
Our next Squadron gathering is our popular Thanksgiv-
ing and Awards Banquet which will be held on Friday, 18 
November, in the Assateague Room of the Ocean Pines 
Community Center.  P/C Chuck Hinz, S, and Jim Rorke, 
AP, are chairing the event and have again arranged for a 
delicious catered turkey dinner with all the trimmings.  
After dinner we will present several “prestigious” awards 
to commemorate the past boating season.  See the flier 
on page 6 for all of the details.  Please send in your res-
ervation form as soon as possible.  Feel free to invite 
friends and family. 
 
At press time we are not yet sure if there will be a De-
cember Holiday Party this year.  As soon as a decision is 
made, you will be notified by e-mail. 
 

Lt/C John J. Wytrwal, P 

 
Good & Welfare 

 
I am happy to report that our beloved chap-
lain and Educational Officer, R/C Lou Reitz, 
AP, is back in action after a brief hospital 
stay. 
 
The mother of Pat Gulyas has passed away 
after a lengthy illness.  Our thoughts and 
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condolences are with Pat and Bela at this difficult time. 

 

Most of you have probably already heard that Mary Ann 
Wytrwal was recently diagnosed with T-cell lymphoma.  
She has begun a series of six chemotherapy treatments 
which will, hopefully, result in remission which occurs in 
about 80% of patients.  She and John are vital, committed 
members of our Squadron and our thoughts and prayers 
are with them as they deal with this health issue. 
 
Noreen Bergold will undergo a knee replacement on 4 No-
vember.  We wish her a successful surgery, an effective 
rehab and a speedy return to full activity. 
 
If any of you have “news” that you would like to share with 
your fellow Squadron members (a special anniversary, the 
birth of a grandchild, the marriage of a child or grandchild, 
an interesting trip), please let me know.  It would be great 
to be able to report more good news in this space. 
 

  Lt Jeanne Stiehl, S 

 
District and National News 

 
Our next National Meeting will be in Jackson-
ville, FL,  22-30 January.  If you would like to 
get away from winter weather and learn 
something more about boating, this will be a 
great opportunity.  More about this in the next 
issue. 
 

D/5 will hold its Fall Educational Conference in historic 
Gettysburg, PA 3-6 November.  While the emphasis will be 
on the educational programs we offer, there will be other 
events such as  Crafts and Fellowship for Everyone on 
Saturday from 1000 to 1200.  Truly there is something for 
everyone in addition to the camaraderie which happens 
when we all get together and exchange ideas.  It will be a 
great time to meet and enjoy members from oll over D/5.  I 
urge you to consider this weekend together in one of the 
largest Districts in all of USPS. 
 

R/C Louis M. Reitz , AP 
 
 

 
 

F.Y.I. 
Sandbar Soundings is available in hardcopy by regular 

mail and/or as an attachment by  
e-mail.  Please inform  

Lt Jeanne Stiehl, S, Editor, by e-mail at 
stiehl@mchsi.com or by phone at  

410-641-6535 if you would like to change how you re-
ceive this publication. 

Every member who receives this publication by e-mail 
rather than by regular mail saves our Squadron money! 

Help Wanted 
 

OCPS will have a booth at the OC 
Seaside Boat Show which will be held 

17-19 February 2012 and we need 
volunteers to staff it.  Free admission 
to the Boat Show is granted to you 

for the day you work. 
 

If you can help out, please call  
P/C Tony Curro, AP 

410-629-5900 
 

 
 
 

The 2011-2012 OCPS Rosters 
have been distributed.  

Please make sure that your 
personal information is  

accurate.  Corrections can be 
made by using the form on 
page 8.  We are grateful for 

our advertisers.  Please  
patronize them and make 

sure they know you saw their 
ad. 
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Safety Report – Pyrotechnic Visual Distress Signals 

 
Many times we have general knowledge of regulations and how they affect us especially when basic safety items are 
concerned.  The following information from the Orion Signal web site (www.orionsignals.com)  will refresh your mem-
ory regarding visual distress signals. 
 

Signal Requirements 
 

What is the requirement and where does it apply? 
Visual distress signals must be carried on all boats which are operated on the high seas, coastal waters (including 
the Great Lakes), the territorial seas and all waters directly connected to the great lakes or the territorial seas up to a 
point where the waters are less than two miles wide. 
 
Who is covered by the requirement? 
All boats are covered by the requirement if operating on the designated waters at night.  During daytime operation, 
the following boats do not need to comply with the requirement:  (i) recreational boats less than 16 feet in length; (ii) 
boats participating in organized events, such as races, regattas, and parades; (iii) open sailboats not equipped with 
propulsion machinery and less than 26 feet in length; and (iv) manually propelled boats. 
 
My boat never breaks down.  Why should I comply? 
First, pursuant to the Coast Guard regulations, the Coast Guard may impose a civil penalty up to $1,100 for failure to 
comply with equipment requirements.  Second, one never knows when an emergency on the water will occur.  Risk-
ing a fine is one thing; your ability to signal others concerning a distress situation which could affect you and your 
family is another. 
 
What types of flares do I need? 
There are a number of flares that you can use depending on your boating habits.  See Orion’s Products Recommen-
dation Guide to find the flares that best meet your needs. 
 
How do I know if a signal meets the Coast Guard requirements? 
Only visual signals marked with a U.S. Coast Guard approval or certification number meet the Coast Guard require-
ments. 
 
Since I am covered by the requirement, how many signals to I need to carry? 
If you select pyrotechnic signals (including red parachute aerial flares, handheld red signal flares and handheld or-
ange smoke flares) to meet the Coast Guard visual distress signal requirements, a minimum of three must be car-
ried.  Any combination of the signals can be carried so long as you have sufficient signals for day or night. 
 

Disposal 
 

To dispose of expired marine pyrotechnic distress signals, Orion recommends the following methods: 
Donate expired flares to your local Coast Guard Auxiliary or Power Squadron for use in their training classes. 
Ignite hand-held signal flares on land in a safe area, much the same as highway flares would be ignited. 
Contact your local law enforcement or fire protection agency for their advice on proper visual distress signal dis-

posal. 
Retain flares for back-up use to expand signaling time in the event of an emergency. 

 
NEVER jettison visual distress signals overboard. 
NEVER activate marine flares in a non-emergency situation on or near regulated water. 
NEVER dispose of flares in household trash. 

http://www.orionsignals.com
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Calendar of Events 
Nov 

03-06 

 

D/5 Fall Council and Conference 

Wyndham Hotel 

Gettysburg, PA 

For registration information and schedule go to 

www.uspsd5.org. 

Cdr Mort Brown, S  410-641-8040 

 

09 EXCOM Meeting 

Ocean Pines Library 

Time:  0930 

Cdr Mort Brown, S  410-641-8040 

18 Thanksgiving Dinner and Awards Banquet 

OP Community Hall—Assateague Room 

Deadline for Reservations—12 November 

P/C Chuck Hinz, S  410-629-5930 

Be sure to check our  
website at  

www.ocpowersquadron.org  
for our most up-to-date  

Event Calendar. 

 

Dec 
09 

 

EXCOM 

Ocean Pines Library 

Time:  0930 

Cdr Mort Brown, S  410-641-8040 

TBD Holiday Dinner Party 

 

Jan 

13 

 

EXCOM Meeting 

Ocean Pines Library 

Time:  0930 

Cdr Mort Brown, S  410-641-8040 

19 General Membership Meeting 

Location and Time to be announced 

Cdr Mort Brown, S  410-641-8040 

 

 

OCPS 
On the web @ 

 

www.ocpowersquadron.org 

Happy Holidays! 

  

Editor’s Note 
 

Due to the holidays, the January-
February issue of Sandbar Soundings will 

be published in mid-January. 
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Happy 31st Birthday, OCPS! 

A good time is had by all! 

P/C Judy Prange, P, enjoys the celebration. XO Jack Tellman and his wife, Jan, are all smiles. 

Cdr Mort Brown, S, mingles with the happy crowd. 
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Happy Birthday! 

Nov  Jan  

03 Gail Alpaugh 01 Jan Tellman 

04 Ed Wolpin 07 Dean Witmer 

06 Joe Salafia 08 Jan Stevenson 

11 Lou Reitz 09 Linda Knight 

11 Christel Gift 12 Chuck Hinz 

12 Lynn McGinnis 12 Gene Rickell 

12 Lorraine Brown 13 Sharon Wolf 

12 Mary Doyle-Finn 16 Alex Connelly 

28 Tom Rush 17 Dan McGrath 

  23 Bonnie Curro 

Dec  25 Gail Jankowski 

02 Pete Fox   

04 Ginny Whittaker   

04 Tony Smith   

04 Agatha Millikin   

05  Joe Hofbauer   

22 Anna Rickell   

24 Penny McGrath   

24 Carl Littleton   

25 Lee Stiely   

25  Betty Quinn   

29  Linda Zaretsky   

 

 

 

 

 

 

If any of your information needs to be 

changed, please fill out the form below and 

mail to: 

 

P/C Fred Stiehl, P 

50 Newport Drive 

Ocean Pines, MD 21811 

410-641-6535 

stiehl@mchsi.com 

 

 

Member Name(s)  ___________________ 

__________________________________ 

Spouse:  ___________________________ 

Grade:  _____     Cert. No: ____________ 

Boat Name:  _______________________ 

Boat Type:  ________________________ 

Home Port:  ________________________ 

Home Phone:  ______________________ 

Cellular Phone:  _____________________ 

Business Phone:  ____________________ 

E-Mail:  ___________________________ 

Address:  __________________________ 

__________________________________ 

City:  _____________________________ 

State:  __________ Zip:  ____________  
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Maryland Coastal Bays Program 

Osprey Sprint Triathlon 

For several years the Ocean City Power Squadron has maintained a 
co-operative  relationship with the Maryland Coastal Bays Program.  

We assisted them again this year by working on the bike route of 
their Osprey Sprint Triathlon, a major fund-raiser.  We thank them 

for all they do to assist us in our mission of safe boating and in  
preserving our precious coastal bays 

Bonnie Curro; P/C Tony Curro, AP; and Muriel Hinz. 

P/C Chuck Hinz, S. P/C Bill Killinger, P; P/C Pete Fox, AP; and Joleen Killinger. 
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